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Preliminary USBC Research Shows String 
Pinsetter Pinfall Statistically Different
Strike percentage down 6.9% across all entry angles tested; multi-pin spares up

By:
Dave Williams

By Mark London
Mark@TheBowlingNews.net

Just Paying Just Paying 
AttentionAttention

A recent email that I 
received from Donna Hazel, 
owner and publisher of Bowling 
World (bowlingworld.com), 
which has not posted an issue 
since February of 2020, high-
lighted the frustration that is 
being felt by bowlers, bowling 
establishments and bowling 
newspapers. 

In her email, Donna thanked 
me for the most recent story 
that I sent her, and offered a ray 
of hope when she stated, “I’m 
working on updating the site. 
Not sure where 2020 went.” 

Veteran bowling scribe Red 
Pfeiffer started Bowling World 
53 years ago, and Donna has 
continued the tradition of 
publishing the massive once a 

Frustration Felt Among Bowlers, 
Owners And Publishers

By: Aaron Smith
ARLINGTON, Texas - The 

United States Bowling Congress 
released a preliminary research 
report as part of a comprehen-
sive scoring study of string 
pinsetters. A full data report is 
published on BOWL.com.

The research data shows 
string pinsetters yield a lower 
strike percentage and leave a 
higher percentage of multi-pin 
spare combinations, compared 
to traditional free-fall ma-
chines. The data comes from 
USBC's Bowlscore machine, 
which analyzes pin flight 
and pinfall from thousands of 
automated shots across specific 

entry angles and offsets.
Key findings from the 

preliminary string pinsetter 
data include:

* Average strike percentage 
down a combined 6.9% across 
all entry angles tested

* Largest decrease in strike 
percentage occurred on light-
pocket hits

* Multi-pin spare combina-
tions were up across nearly all 
entry angles 

* String pinsetter pinfall is 
statistically different overall 
compared to traditional free-fall 
pinsetters

USBC started a comprehen-
sive research study on string 

pinsetter scoring earlier this 
year at the International Train-
ing and Research Center. The 
study involves the installation 
and testing of multiple string 
pinsetters, with testing continu-
ing through 2021. String pinset-
ters currently are non-approved 
equipment and may not be 
used in USBC-certified competi-
tion, including USBC-certified 
leagues and tournaments.

"USBC has been in the pro-
cess of researching string pin-
setters for several months, and 
it will require continued study 
through 2021 to understand the 
variables impacting scoring for 
these machines," USBC Execu-
tive Director Chad Murphy said. 
"We felt it was important to 
release preliminary research, 
so stakeholders can see the 
statistical data differences 

Continued on Page 3

I started to explain last 
week about how advertising on 
television sports works for the 
sports league and advertiser 
points of view. 

The way advertising for 
television sports is presented 

Brad Miller Named 2020 PBA Steve
Nagy Sportsmanship Award Winner
By: DDZIOMBA

New York, NY – Brad Miller, 
of Lee’s Summit, Mo., was 
voted by his fellow PBA Tour 

competitors as the 2020 PBA 
Steve Nagy Sportsmanship 
Award winner in recognition of 
his sportsmanship on and off 
the lanes.

“It’s nice to be accepted 
within an organization I’m 
passionate about,” said Miller. 
“The PBA is the coolest place 
in the world in my eyes. I’m 
just trying to do the best I can Continued on Page 4

Alex Trebek and Jim McKrell

to potential sponsors goes 
somewhat like this. For those 
wishing to test the waters of 
national television for the first 
time, a sponsor will buy ad 
time on a lesser profile sport, 

Continued on Page 2

month journal ever since Red’s 
passing. That is of course until 
the COVID-19 scare put an end 
to bowling scores and advertis-
ing in March of 2020.

“It’s sad to see the bowling 
centers that are permanently 
closing. It makes no sense to 
me,” stated Hazel. “I’m not a 
doctor or a scientist, but killing 
business is just wrong.”

As I surfed the internet look-
ing for permanent closings of 
bowling centers, it appeared to 
me that the majority of closed 
centers were in two areas - the 
west coast states of California, 
Oregon and Washington… and 
the northeastern states of New 
York, Pennsylvania and New 
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and play my part. I really love 
trying to promote everyone 
involved and I think people 
have realized that.”

Although the 2020 season 
was interrupted by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the 30-year-
old Miller still managed to 
have the best year of his career, 
qualifying for two televised 
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BUY - SELL
AMF - BRUNSWICK EQUIPMENT - COMPLETE PACKAGES

WORLD’S LARGEST NEW - USED SPARE PARTS INVENTORY
ALL AMF BUMPER PARTS: XS QBUMP, DURABOWL AND GEN II IN STOCK

Tucker Bowling Equipment Co.
609 N.E. 3rd St.

Tulia, Texas  79088
Call (806) 995-4018
Fax (806) 995-4767

Bowling Parts, Inc.
P.O. Box 801

Tulia, Texas  79088
Call (806) 995-3635

email: daryl@tuckerbowling.com

www.tuckerbowling.com

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 6003, Frisco, TX 75035
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like cornhole on ESPN. If that 
goes well, then the sponsor 
may move up the ladder to a 
high-profile sport, like the PBA 
on Fox.

As the process has evolved, 
advertisers and their ad agen-
cies took note of not only 
what demographic groups are 
preferred, but what program-
ming brings the best results. 
As an example, if you see the 
tournament sponsors but also 
the frequent advertisers of PBT 
shows on ABC. 

Once an advertiser decided 
to start network television 
advertising, they could ask for 
certain shows with their target 
demographic, but most were 
advised to spread their advertis-
ing over other sports program-
ming to find the best return. 

In the late 1960’s as an 
example, automobile manufac-
turers and suppliers sponsored 
many tour events on ABC. 
Consumer response must have 
been great, because Ford and 
Lincoln-Mercury had its name 
on numerous tourneys, even 
offering a Mercury Cougar 
automobile with the PBA’s 
$10,000 TV 300 game bonus 
through the early 1970’s.

Others among the more 
frequent advertisers of the 
era were Miller Beer, Rolaids, 
and STP Oil Treatment, Midas 
Mufflers, long time sponsor 
at Forum Bowl, Quaker State 

JUST PAYING ATTENTION
Continued from Page 1

Petroleum, and Firestone Tire 
and Rubber. 

The PBA found a great 
partnership with Firestone, 
becoming title sponsor of the 
Tournament of Champions in 
1965, pumping in a huge chunk 
of change into the prize fund, 
but more importantly, giving 
the PBA more credibility and 
visibility in the ever growing 
and fairly young national sports 
television landscape. Firestone 
was the title sponsor through 
1993.

The prize fund was $100,000 
with a $25K first place prize 
while other tourneys averaged 
$25K prize funds with a $5,000 
on top. For many years, “The 
Firestone” paid the highest first 
place prize check while also 
offering each of the players 
a paycheck, rather than the 
normal 1:3 pay ratio.  

As I’ve mentioned over the 
years, this tourney had so 
much of a bigger profile than 
the rest, it was rarely referred 
to as the ToC as it is now. It 
was “The Firestone,” capping 
off ABC’s seasonal coverage 
from 1965 through 1980. 

If you ever heard the claim 
the ToC outdrew “The Masters,” 
golf tournament, it began in 
the early 1970’s when the two 
shared the same conclusive 
weekend. When “Pro Bowl-
ers Tour” average viewership 
was well into the single 
digit millions, it really was the 
most watched program in its 
timeslot. 

Advertisers and network 

ad sales staff quickly picked 
up on this, quickly dismissing 
then ABC Sports chief Roone 
Arledge’s thinking his initial 
belief the PBT was just a lead 
in program to his star Saturday 
program, “Wide World of 
Sports.”  

Fast forward to modern day 
when programming and sales 
worked in harmony again, 
taking advantage of one of the 
highest viewed weekends of the 
year. 

The PBA and just about 
every other sports league would 
schedule events to conclude the 
weekend after the Super Bowl. 
Two main reasons exist for this. 
After what is now a month of 
NFL playoffs culminating with 
over most of the last ten years 
as the most watched program 
of all time, viewers became 
accustom to watching some-
thing on Sunday afternoons. 
The other factor is weather. 
Mid-January to early February 
in much of the northern part of 
the country can be the snowi-
est and/or coldest time of the 
year (like our Texas panhandle 
and Okie readers can explain), 
making outdoor activity not 
appealing. The 1980 PBA True 
Value Open in Peoria, Illinois 
was one of the highest rated 
non-major tournaments ever 
watched due to a massive bliz-
zard dumping snow over much 
of the Midwest and highly 
populated east coast, rendering 
viewers homebound with not 
much else to do besides shovel 
and watch TV. 

One key with higher ratings 
is getting viewers aged 18 to 
49 to watch, the age group 
advertisers are most seeking to 
reach. We saw that last season 
with many first-time advertis-
ers on PBA telecasts. As the 
PBA draws higher numbers, 
its worth to advertisers also 
increases, thus more higher 
profile advertisers with very 
recognizable names appear. As 
ad revenue increases, there is 
more money in the prize fund, 
increasing the PBA’s overall 
profile, also moving it up the 
ladder as a place that advertis-
ers want to be.       

Continued on Page 6
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Scan with smart phone to 
visit the SASBA website.
www.sasba.com

Men
Joe Lopez, Forum Bowl .......................................... 807
Mark Borckardt, Plano Super Bowl ........................ 783
Cully Fulce, JB's Allen Bowl ................................... 769
Rick Irvine, Strikz .................................................... 692
Billy Cathey, Red Bird Lanes .................................. 673

Women
Michelle Stephens, Plano Super Bowl ...................  720
Hatleigh Hale-Haggar, JB's Allen Bowl ..................  717
Tamara Hamilton, Forum Bowl ...............................  701
Loren Tenczar, Strikz ...............................................  639
Debbie Cathey, Red Bird Lanes .............................  581

Mark Borckardt soars with 
a power-packed 279/783 series 
at Plano Super Bowl to lead the 
men for the week in the Jack & 
Jill league.

Michelle Stephens earned top 
fem honors with a rip-roaring 
207-256-257 = 720 Sportsman set.

Josh Kreuter earned high-
game honors with an award-
winning 12-bagger. 

HONOR ROLL
Jon Crump 245-698, Cat Amrose 

227-622, Vernon Stafford (4 games) 
255-763, Tracey Stafford (4 games) 199-
719, Thomas Sewruk 248-734, Michele 
Hensarling 218-588, Bob Willingham 
225-573.

Shirley Patterson 159-426, Richard 
Beatty 245-686, Tracy Huck 209-581, 
Bill Clary 287-708, Brandy Plaxco 
198-575, Scott Craddock 279-759, Bob 
Lawson 245-661, Michelle Artman 
189-534.

Wayne Sexton 181-503, Nancy 
Hawes 185-470, Jim Stephens 276-764, 
Michelle Artman 192-547, Jon Delaney 
259-757, Lisa Lemoine 229-637, Cody 
Thomas 254-709, Josh Kreuter 680.

Diane Wallentine 200-569, Linda 
Blain 222-617, Randy Peters 209-506, 

Emily Ryan 169-461, Speed Elsner 243-
680, Beverly Houston 193-534, Ulises 
Montez 290-762, Jessica Ford 225-642.

David Germeck 287-702, Debbie 

At Plano Super Bowl

Borckardt scores 783, Stephens pins 720 
Kreuter 300

Whitson 199-575, Steven Shockley 
248-678, Ann Powell 208-537, David 
Bullough (4 games) 288-1028, Grace 
Hall (4 games) 246-867.

from free-fall machines. There 
is more research to be done 
before USBC can take a posi-
tion related to string pinsetter 
certification or standards."

Future aspects of USBC's 
string pinsetter research will 
include spare conversion 
testing using USBC's Enhanced 
Automated Robotic Launcher 

STRING PINSETTER
Continued from Page 1

(E.A.R.L.), as well as league 
and tournament simulations. 
USBC will study design vari-
ables in the machines, includ-
ing, but not limited to, pin deck 
and pit area, string composition 
and pin evaluation.

"If USBC does explore a 
certification standard for 
string pinsetters in the future, 
there could be a wide range of 
manufacturing or installation 
specifications to consider," Mur-
phy said. "The research project 

has just started, but we will 
understand the issues better by 
the end of next year."

USBC plans to publish full 
study results in 2022. However, 
the results may or may not pro-
vide conclusive data to support 
a position on the certification of 
string pinsetters.

For more information on 
equipment specifications, visit 
BOWL.com/EquipAndSpecs.
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Zachary Smullen fired a 
booming 228/645 Youth series 
at Strikz to lead the Dallas-area 
USBC youth bowling last week.

Tori Franklin, also from 
Strikz, led the girls with a rol-
licking 188/477 Youth set.

At Strikz – Tyler Keeton 201-566, 
Kevin Martinez 208-551, Matthew 
Bervig 182-521, Logan Solis 195-517, 
Ethan Long 203-517, Colton Bervig 

Lane Laughter

Dallas USBC
Youth Scores

204-516, Jake Sullivan 190-504, Owen 
Smullen 179-489, Patrick Thomas, Jr. 
178-436, Caleb Stoval 223-498, Wyatt 
Curtis, 139-401, Connor Martin 157-413, 
Roman Reece 152-419, Madison Damer 
179-439, Ireland Spofford 140-406, 
Gabriela Gamboa 121-320, Alexia Moon 
137-383, Isaiah Reece 118-277, Jude 
May 94-226, Alyssa Eller 99-236, Caleb 
Cunningham 89-246, Russ Johnson 
92-249, Anthony Gamboa 83-236.

4 MEMBER YOUTH TEAM EVENT

Boys
Zachary Smullen, Strikz .....................................645

Girls
Tori Franklin, Strikz ............................................477

YOUTH HONOR ROLL
finals appearances in addition 
to advancing to the round of 
eight in the PBA Playoffs. Miller 
finished the season ranked 
10th in earnings, doubling his 
previous year’s total, and 11th 
overall in competition points.

“This whole year was so 
difficult in so many ways, but I 
think it’s a good turning point 
for me,” added Miller about 
receiving the award. “This is a 
nice little reminder that there is 
still work to do.”

Off the lanes, Miller serves 
as chairman of the PBA Players 
Committee. A group of touring 
players that share input from 
the entire membership on a 
variety of programs that impact 
professional bowlers. Along 
with Kyle Sherman, Miller also 
runs the Brad & Kyle YouTube 
channel, which gives their fans 
insight into PBA life through 
the players’ eyes.

“There’s only a small list of 
people that find joy in travel-

BRAD MILLER
Continued from Page 1

The Lake Ridge Girls Get Off to a Hot Start
By: Mike Young

MANSFIELD, TX - The 
Defending district champion 
Lake Ridge Lady Eagles got off 
to a great start with a 13-2 win 
over Arlington Martin. Ariana 
Rumsey led the way with a 151 
and Jillian Spridco added a pair 
of 149 games. In another con-
test the Mansfield Tigers  took 
a 11-4 win over Legacy. Brynlee 
Underwood took Charge with  
162 and 154 games while Elisa 
Gaudio fired a sharp 175 game 
for Legacy. On the boys side 

Mansfield shutout the Legacy 
JV 15-0 but the Legacy varsity 
prevailed 12-3 over Summit, 
Ryan Vaughn chipped in a 163 
game. In the other match it was 
Arlington Martin taking a 10-5 
win over Lake Ridge. Morris 
Mantchev with a superlative 
204 game and Khoi Nguyen 
a 194 for Martin while Colby 
Anderson hit a 189 and Chris-
topher Pirtle a 172 for Lake 
Ridge.

Honorable Mentions:
Zach Precourt (Summit) 186

Jeremy Lee (Martin) 188
Allison Williams (Mrt) 188
Standings After Match 1:
BOYS
Legacy 1-0 12
Martin 1-0 10
Lake Ridge 0-1 5
Summit 0-1 3
Mansfield 0-0 15
GIRLD
Lake Ridge 1-0 13
Mansfield 1-0 11
Legacy 0-1 4
Martin 0-1 2

ing the world trying to see 
how well they match up to the 
best and potentially make a 
few bucks,” said Miller. “It’s a 
special group. When the shoes 
come off, everybody has respect 
for each other and it’s pretty 
easy for me to cherish.”

First presented in 1966, the 
PBA’s sportsmanship award 
honors Steve Nagy, a PBA Hall 

of Famer and founding member 
who was instrumental to the 
success of the PBA Tour in its 
early years.

Miller was chosen by his 
peers from among four other 
finalists: Martin Larsen of 
Sweden, Tommy Jones of 
Simpsonville, South Carolina; 
Canada’s Francois Lavoie, and 
Sean Rash of Montgomery, Ill.
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972-641-4406 or 972-647-2275

2001 S. Great 
Southwest Parkway

Grand Prairie, Texas 75051

8789 Lebanon Road, 
Frisco, TX 75034

 www.strikz.com

972-668-5263

FRISCO – Rick Irvine won 
high-set honors last week at 
Strikz by polishing off robust 
280-184-228 = 692 numbers in 
Monday Mixerz league action. 

Loren Tenczar led the ladies 
high-set chart in the Thursday 
Throwdown league af ter 
registering a sizzling 160-244-235 
= 639 series. 

HONOR ROLL
Travis Hogman 289-691, Mark 

Johnson 265-685, Tommy Davis 255-
680, Jason Haraputczyk 237-660, Mark 
Timm 223-620, Michael Holtfrerich 
256-634, Jason Shuffield 224-647.

Robert McGraw 279-643, David 
Gorrebeeck 255-629, Candy Torrey 
238-626, Scott Noll 217-612, Jason 
Haraputczyk 205-609, Kraig Johnson 
222-608, Randy Gaulding 262-605, Lisa 
Ulrich 206-525.

Debbie Colby 196-555, Julie 
Bloodworth 199-547, Cathy Eberly 
217-595, Loren Tenczar 222-567, Arvese 
McGraw 222-539, Sue Ellis 171-501, 

Jacki Myrice 172-478, Cathy Eberly 
191-528.

Jacob Harding 223-610, Robert 
Schmitt 232-620, Kim Lorenzen 204-
577, Mark Donnelly 214-595, Eddie 
Matthies, Jr. 268-616, Jacki Myrice 
182-519, Cathy Eberly 193-552, Gerald 
Wlates 212-570.

Debbie Colby 219-595, Jack Kutzler 
223-573, Mark Johnson 207-576, Dan 
Anderson 242-600, Candy Torrey 219-
538, Sam Brody 203-541, Brody Kovacs 
218-575, David Gallager 177-520.

David Gorrebeeck 237-563, Charles 
Newman 194-517, Bryan Vorel 275-621, 
Greg Middleton 230-573, Bob Gray 
219-537, Brett Paul 202-562, Christina 
Damer 150-420, Brian Goldsmith 
197-522.

SENIORS
Bob Gray 190-561, Bruce Eisen 

171-453, David Hawkins 183-510, Jack 
Greeley 197-517, Art Arnold 193-484, 
Bonnie Long 124-324, June Barnhill 
123-360.

At Strikz

Irvine blasts 692, 
Tenczar mints 639

Joe Lopez soars to the top 
of the leader board with a rip-
roaring 286-268-253 = 807 Fo-
rum Classic series for the week 
at Forum Bowl.

Tamara Hamilton, Lopez’ 
league mate, was equal to the task 
as the top fem with a top-notch 
198-245-258 = 701 session. 

HONOR ROLL
Derrik Omey 225-616, Gena Breed-

love 178-514, Brian Grange (4 games) 
276-937, Tina Taylor (4 games) 236-886.

At Forum Bowl

Lopez
scores 807,
Hamilton 
packs 701

USBC Announces $3.5 Million Aid 
Program to Support Associations 
and Grassroots Bowling
Program includes immediate $1.5 million in relief for USBC local
associations and 10-year, $2 million support plan for USBC state associations

By: Matt Cannizzaro
ARLINGTON, Texas – The 

United States Bowling Congress 
announced a $3.5 million 
aid program to help support 
grassroots bowling. The move 
comes as a response to the un-
precedented losses experienced 
in the sport nationwide due to 
COVID-19 shutdowns. 

As part of the program, the 
USBC Board of Directors has 
approved an immediate cash 
transfer of $1.5 million from 
USBC’s reserve fund directly 
to USBC local associations. An 
additional $200,000 will be 
available for USBC state associa-
tions in the form of added prize 
money to their 2021 champion-
ship tournaments. 

“USBC is forecasting a 40% 
decline in league membership 
this season due to COVID-19,” 

USBC Executive Director Chad 
Murphy said. “The situation 
is devastating financially for 
many local bowling operators 
across the country. USBC has 
cash reserves for an emergency, 
and we believe now is the time 
to use some of those funds 
and provide help back to the 
grassroots of our sport.”  

The local aid program will 
send at least $1 per member 
back to all active standard 
USBC local associations based 
on 2018-2019 membership 
totals. Standard associations 
with less than 500 members 
will receive $500 in aid, and 
the largest USBC local associa-
tion will receive about $40,000. 

“USBC is not placing any 
restrictions on how these funds 
are used in support of bowl-
ing,” USBC President Melissa 
McDaniel said. “We know the 
needs on the ground locally are 
different everywhere and will 
trust our local associations to 
collaborate with their bowlers 
and proprietors to put the funds 
to good use for the sport.”

The state association aid 
program provides $200,000 
in funding for USBC state 
associations in the form of 

added sponsorship prize money 
to USBC state championship 
tournaments. USBC state 
associations can choose to opt 
into the program, with the 
amount of funding for each 
state variable depending on the 
size of their membership. USBC 
plans to continue offering this 
annual $200,000 sponsorship 
pool to USBC state associations 
for the next 10 years.

“The state association aid 
program will further elevate 
the participation value for USBC 
state championships for the 
next decade,” McDaniel said. 
“The program is designed to 
drive interest, participation and 
lineage for USBC state events. 
Participating states will be 
asked to add a sponsor name 
to their events, and in turn, 
receive a consistent prize-fund 
subsidy for members for the 
next 10 years.” 

USBC will be contacting 
state associations to share de-
tails on how to receive funding. 
Additional information about 
the USBC state association aid 
program, including the amount 
of funding available to each 
state, is published on BOWL.
com.
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Red
Bird
Lanes

1114 S. Main
Duncanville

972-298-7143
redbirdlanes@sbcglobal.net

We open at 9 AM EVERY Day

2303 W. Ennis Ave.
Ennis, Texas 75119 

972-875-7827
bowlennistx.com

Come and 
be a part of 
the Family!

We are 
Bowling 
Family 

Owned and 
Family 

Operated for 
42 Years.

Sunday & Monday Nights
9 PM to 2 AM

$1.50 games

Wednesdays
9 AM to 11 PM

$2.00 games

Mondays
Noon to 10:30 PM

$5.00 All You Can Bowl
Per Person

Thursdays
6 PM to 10:30 PM

$1.00 games, food, beer

Billy Cathey’s blue-ribbon 
210-227-236 = 673 Sunday Nite 
Mixed production earned top 
billing honors for the week at 
Red Bird Lanes.

Debbie Cathey’s banner 
137-164-152 = 581 Career Girls 
session paced the ladies. 

HONOR ROLL
Lauren Cathey 208-554, Shannon 

Vogel 244-667, Brian Schoonover 234-
630, Tyree Jennings (9 pin, no tap, 4 
games) 276-1030, Lauren Cathey (9 
pin, no tap, 4 games) 265-980, Mary 
Foster 167-423.

Vera Hobbs 170-429, Mark Brown 
212-585, Karen Strang 170-486, 
Darnette Hardin 233-562.

At Red Bird Lanes

B Cathey grabs 673,
D Cathey cards 581

Jersey.
The west coast locations 

include, but are probably not 
limited to the following bowl-
ing centers that were perma-
nently closed in 2020: 

• Albany Bowl, Albany, CA
• Fountain Bowl, Fountain 

Valley, CA
• Tsunami Lanes, Crescent 

City, CA
• Cloverleaf Bowl, Fremont, 

CA
• Paso Bowl, Paso Robles, 

CA
• Gilroy Bowl, Gilroy, CA
• Kellogg Bowl, Milwaukie, 

OR
• Players & Spectators, 

Spokane, WA
• Glacier Lanes, Everett, WA
• Hugo’s On The Hill, 

Spokane, WA
I contacted Dean Lopez, As-

sistant Editor of the California 
Bowling News, to see if he was 

DAVE'S CORNER
Continued from Page 1

What we will see in the 
coming months is the next 
chapter of this presentation 
strategy as Bowlero guides the 
PBA into its 60th season on 
network television. 

           ######  
 This week JPA presents 

a rarity, not one but two Lost 
Classics. First, the 60th an-
niversary of one of the highest 
paydays in televised bowling 
history. On January 2, 1961, 
Therm Gibson defeated Texas 
bowling legend Don Ellis on 
NBC’s “Jackpot Bowling” with 
a six bagger, winning the final 
match and the jackpot worth a 
then staggering $75,000. Only 
a few athletes were earning 
this annually, much less in one 

JUST PAYING ATTENTION
Continued from Page 2

Stelton Lanes - where many famous rock bands, including the 
legendary Twisted Sister, started their careers. The night club 
became yet another strip mall many years ago, and now the bowl-
ing lanes are scheduled to become a supermarket.

aware of any others. “I don’t 
know of any others from CO-
VID-19, but there are tons that 
have closed in recent years, 
including Tustin, Yorba Linda, 
Covina, Columbia, Eastland, 
Santa Anita, and La Puente. 
Those are just off the top of my 
head,” remarked Lopez.

We reminisced about the 
closed centers that have taken 
place prior to 2020, primar-
ily due to elevated real estate 
prices and oppressive regula-
tions in California. My memo-
ries of all the bowling centers 
that have closed where I was 
fortunate to roll 300’s and 800’s 
is also lengthy, and includes at 
least the following: 

• L & L Lanes, Sebastopol, 
CA (now a Starbucks, and other 
shops)

• Holiday Bowl, Santa Rosa, 
CA (Walgreen’s, and other 
shops)

• Nave Lanes, Novato, CA 
(shopping mall)

• Greenbrae  Lanes, Gree-
brae, CA (condo’s)

• Fiesta Lanes, Hayward, CA 
(shopping center)

• Golden Gate Lanes, El 
Cerrito, CA (Target Store)

The other area of the United 
States that seems to have a 
preponderance of closings is in 
the northeast states. My surfing 
of the internet resulted in the 
following list of permanent 
closures due to COVID-19: 

• Kingpin’s Alley, South 
Glens Falls, NY

• Miller Lanes, Honeoye 
Falls, NY

• Second Strike Lanes, 
Brookville,  PA

• Erie Lanes, Philadelphia, 
PA

• Stelton Lanes, Piscataway, 
NJ

• Eagle Rock Lanes, West 
Orange, NJ

• ONCE Bowling Alleys, 
Somerville, MA

• Colonial Bowl, Worcester, 
MA

• Riverside Lanes, Danville, 
VA

• Compton Lanes, Clarks-

burg, WV
Contrast these totals with 

other less restrictive areas of 
the United States, and you 
can begin to see why so many 
people are moving to Arizona, 
Texas and Florida. In each 
of those states I could find 
only one location that closed 
in 2020, and it’s not entirely 
evident that those were all due 
to COVID-19.

What does the future 
hold? As my good friend Jim 
Wangeman of Harvest Park 
Lanes in Brentwood, Calif., had 
previously stated, “When you 
restrict business to only 50% 
occupancy, your mortgage, 
utilities and insurance are 
not reduced by fifty percent.” 
Something’s got to give, or we 
may no longer have a country, 
much less the game of bowling.

day. There have been a few 
higher paydays since, but that 
$75K is now worth, depending 
on which inflation adjustment 
scale is used, roughly $650,000. 

In a 2016 JPA, Ellis was kind 
enough to explain some of the 
details around that telecast, 
including how he and Gibson 
had a deal beforehand if one 
won the jackpot, and how 
host Milton Berle nearly bear 
hugged him on national televi-
sion. Here’s the link.

(https://www.youtube.
com/ watch?v=QWMiYAGx 
WNw&t=1158s). 

The second is in honor of 
the final edition of “Jeopardy” 
last week hosted by Alex 
Trebek before his passing in 
November, the legendary game 
show host did bowl. Well, at 
least once, anyway. Trebek and 

Continued on Page 7
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BOWLER FRIENDLY  PRO 
SHOPS & OTHER SERVICES

817-282-2889
WWW.FARMERS.COM

TINA TAYLOR - AGENT
SHOUGHTON@FARMERSAGENT.COM

1908 CENTRAL DR #A
BEDFORD, TX 76021

5021 Lakeview Pkwy Rowlett, TX  972-475-7080

4333 River Oaks Blvd.,
Fort Worth, TX  76114

817-624-2151

2 HOURS
BOWLING &

SHOES
MON - FRI
9am - 4pm

1011 S. Greenville Ave. 
Allen, TX 75002

972-727-9108

COLOR PIN
SWEEPER

EVERY OTHER SATURDAY
JAN. 23,  FEB. 6,  FEB. 20

Cully Fulce’s first-rate 268-
300-201 = 769 session in the 
Allen TNT league ended as the 
number-one set of the week at 
JB’s Allen Bowl.

Haleigh Hale-Haggar posted 
a stately 204-277-236 = 717 
Wednesday Match Play series to 
lead the lady bowlers. 

HONOR ROLL
Tony Franklin 258-688, Genie 

Franklin 240-659, James Hale 262-
701, Cindy Powell 225-597, Max 
Scott 252-725, Haley Harris 181-509, 
Randy Barnard 224-588, Jennifer 
Lynn-Eckstorom 175-492.

Linda Blain 248-653, Brian Linder-
man 257-715.

At JB’s Allen Bowl

Fulce on
top with 
300/769, 
Hale-Haggar 
crafts 717

fellow game show host/actor/
corporate spokesman (and 
former Houston radio talk show 
host and TV news anchor) Jim 
McKrell teamed up against 
singer/actor Dick Gautier 
and musician/actor Scatman 
Crothers in a 1976 episode of 
“Celebrity Bowling.” 

By this point in his career, 
Trebek had only been recently 
on American television for sev-
eral years as host of the “High 
Rollers” game show on NBC, 
after being a host of Canadian 
television game in the late 
1960’s. His now legendary stint 
on “Jeopardy” was eight years 
away.

The free look at this episode 
is available through the IMBd 
app or if you have an Amazon 
Prime video account or the go 
through the search sequence to 
find “Celebrity Bowling.”

JUST PAYING ATTENTION
Continued from Page 6
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BOWLER FRIENDLY PRO SHOPS & OTHER SERVICES

PRO SHOP

STEVE MCBRIDE

1114 S. Main
Duncanville, Texas

Phone 972-298-7143

Owner - Dino Castillo
dino@thebowlingshops.com

Visit our on-line shop for
new products and current specials!

www.thebowlingshop.com

The Bowling Shop Garland
Inside AMF Garland Lanes

972-613-8100
Manager, Dino Castillo

dino@thebowlingshops.com

The Bowling Shop Lewisville
Inside AMF Lewisville Lanes

972-436-6575
Manager, Josh Montgomery
josh@thebowlingshops.com

The Bowling Shop Richardson
Inside AMF Richardson Lanes

972-231-2695
Manager, Chris Schmidt

CSchmidt@thebowlingshops.com

The Bowling Shop Denton
Inside Brunswick Zone Denton

940-383-3515
Manager, Jacob Truitt

jacob@thebowlingshops.com

The Bowling Shop Rowlett
Inside Rowlett Bowl-A-Rama

972-475-7080
Manager, Joe Findling

joe@thebowlingshops.com

JAMES ASKINS
Owner

BILLY PILLOW
TONEY NELSON

BRETT BOLEJACK
INSIDE AMF SHOWPLACE LANES

1901 W. Airport Freeway
Euless, TX 76040

(817) 571-1174

JORDAN VANOVER

(817) 538-6010

Susie Minshew
USOC Bowling

Coach of the Year

(800) 346-3648
strikeability@gmail.com
www.strikeability.com

Giving You The 
Power To Perform

Bowling SolutionsBowling Solutions
Pro ShopPro Shop

Rudy Garcia, Jr. - OwnerRudy Garcia, Jr. - Owner
email: bbscityview@gmail.comemail: bbscityview@gmail.com

Cowtown Bowling PalaceCowtown Bowling Palace
4333 River Oaks Blvd4333 River Oaks Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76114Fort Worth, TX 76114

817-624-3022817-624-3022

Fastrack Pro Shop 

Kurt Gengelbach, Owner 

Member, Professional Bowlers Association 

Member, Storm and Turbo Advisory Staffs 

Private Instructions Available   

“Old School” Service Always Available 

Located Inside Allen Bowl 

1011 S. Greenville Ave 

Allen, Texas 75002 

 

Phone: 214-509-9274 

E-mail: coachkg58@yahoo.com 

www.fastrackproshop.com 

Carolyn Dorin-Ballard
and Del Ballard, Owners

PRO SHOP
Geoffery Young - Manager
Located inside 
Brunswick Zone Watauga
7301 Rufe Snow  Watauga, TX 76148
Phone: 817-485-2695

EJ Nenichka - Manager
Located inside 
Cityview Lanes
6601 Oakmont Blvd, FW, TX 76132
Phone: 817-346-0444

Visit our website to schedule your appointment
www.ballardsbowlingacademy.com


